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subject; and in the very next year Goschen was able, by passing
on to diem the windfall of the 'whisky money3, to provide the
wherewithal for a most important educational progress.1
But the educational reform which most interested politicians
was the abolition in 1891 of school fees in elementary schools. At
a Garlton Club meeting a year earlier, Lord Salisbury had won
over his doubting followers by a cogent party argument. They
must, he said, settle the problem, because otherwise, eif their
opponents should obtain a majority in a future Parliament, they
would deal with it in such a manner that the voluntary schools
would be swept away'.* In other words, the conservatives were
obliged to make elementary education free everywhere, lest the
liberals, by making it only free in the publicly provided board
schools, should place the church schools at a hopeless dis-
advantage. No doubt less opportunist motives had their weight
in the cabinet* Sir W, Hart Dyke, who as vice-president of the
council had charge of education, was an intelligent and progres-
sive minister.
Other measures of reform were a Factory Act 1891, a Tithes
Act 1891, and a Small Holdings Act 1892. The first was the
tardy response of the home secretary, Mr. Matthews, to a wave
of industrial unrest which was greatly exercising the public con-
science. It raised the minimum age for employing children in
factories to 11, and fixed the maximum hours of labour for
women at 12, with ij for meals; it also nibbled at the evils of
sweating and sub-contracting. The other two acts resulted from
the constitution, for the first time, in 1889 of a Ministry (then
called Board) of Agriculture. The Tithes Act made tithes pay-
able by the owner and not the occupier of land, so that the cattle
* See Chapter X, The history of the whisky' money is curious. The Local
Government Act, x888, as originally introduced, contained provisions to transfer
liquor licensing from the justices to the county councils, arming the latter with
compulsory powers to close redundant public-houses and a special revenue to com-
pensate the licence-holders. Unfortunately this fell between two stools; the liquor
trade disliked compulsion and the temperance party denounced compensation.
The clauses were therefore dropped* But Goschen had reduction of licences very
much at iwart, and the alarming growth of drunkenness during the prosperity years
1887-90 impelled him to try again. In his Budget of 1890 he put an extra 6tt. a
gallon on spirits, and with this and a third of the beer duty formed a new fund for
compensating licence-holders. Again the same union of opposite* defeated the
plan. As, however, the money had already been voted, he persuaded parliament
to pass it on to the county councils for technical education—another subject in
which he took a particular interest*
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